
St Austell Brewery



About St Austell Brewery 
• Founded in 1851 by Walter Hicks, we remain a 100% 

independent and family-owned business.

• We own and operate over 160 pubs, inns and hotels 
across the South West, including 44 managed 
houses and a tenanted estate.

• We are one of the region’s largest employers with 
over 1,900 people across our business.

• With a network of six depots across the West 
Country (from St Columb to Wimborne) we are the 
leading wholesale distributor of beers, wines, spirits, 
ciders, minerals, and soft drinks in the region (with 
over 3,000 freetrade customers).

• Our Charitable Trust has raised over £1m to donate 
to charities, individuals and good causes across the 
South West.

• We achieved record sales in 2022. Despite 
significant economic headwinds, the company’s 
annual turnover grew by 34% to £209.2m 
(surpassing pre-pandemic sales by 10%).



Brewing history 
• Our story began in 1851 when our 

founder Walter Hicks mortgaged his 
farm for £1,500 to set up a new family 
business in St Austell.

• Walter started out as a modest wine 
merchant and maltster before buying 
the local Seven Stars Inn in 1863. Nestled 
on East Hill in St Austell, it was here 
where he learned the art of brewing.

• The business rapidly outgrew its original 
site, leading to relocation on Tregonissey 
Lane in 1893, where St Austell Brewery 
remains to this day. There have been 
many alterations and improvements 
over the years, but the essential 
brewhouse of 1893 still sits firmly at the 
heart of it all.



• We have two breweries. Across both sites, we 
brew over 50 million pints of beer a year.

• We brew two internationally recognised ale 
brands in Tribute Pale Ale and Proper Job IPA.

• We have our own on-site bottling, cask racking, 
kegging and canning facilities.

• We use hops from the UK, Europe, West Coast 
USA and even Tasmania – all sourced for the 
quality and authentic flavours required for each 
beer.

• We are committed to innovating and investing 
in the cask and premium ale categories and 
launched a new permanent cask brand last year – 
Anthem British Pale Ale (3.8% ABV) alongside 
Cornish Best, available in the off trade in 500ml.

• We are equally committed to our keg portfolio 
and meeting customer demand. Volumes of korev 
(our flagship lager) have doubled since 2021, 
following significant investment in the brand.

Brewing today



What makes us different?
• One of the top two independent 

family brewers in the UK.

• Our flagship pale ale, Tribute, recently 
won two medals International Brewing 
Awards 2024 – 25 years' since it was 
first brewed.

• The only brewery in the UK to have 
been awarded Champion Bottled 
Beer of Britain three times with three 
different beers, including Proper Job 
IPA and its big brother Big Job Double 
IPA.

• We were recently named Best 
Accommodation Operator at the 
Publican Awards 2024 – the Oscars of 
the industry.

• Proper Job is the best-selling bottled 
IPA in the country’s biggest 
supermarket – Tesco.



+map of sites 

Our pub estate







• Since its launch in 2003, St Austell 
Brewery’s Charitable Trust has been 
supporting local charities, good causes, 
and individuals in need across the South 
West.

• Our Trust is funded by contributions from 
the business, along with donations and 
money raised through fundraising events 
held in our head offices, depots and pub 
estate.

• To date, the Charitable Trust has raised 
over £1 million – over £118K in 2023 alone. 

• One of our biggest fundraisers since the 
Trust first launched is our annual Celtic 
Beer Festival. Held in the brewery cellars, 
the event has generated over £200,000 
from ticket sales over the years.

Charitable Trust



Sustainability



Our strategic partners





• St Austell Brewery is the 2nd 
largest Cask Ale brewer in the 
South West.

• Tribute is one of the top 10 
selling Cask Ale’s across Great 
Britain.

• Proper Job Cask is 
outperforming the market 
leading Cask Ale in the South 
West.

• Tribute & Proper Job are both 
in the top 10 selling Premium 
Ale’s across total off trade.

• Proper Job is the No.1 selling 
premium ale IPA across all of 
off trade.

• Tribute is the best performing 
of the top 30 premium ale 
brands in off trade.

Our 
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Brands
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